Parents’ Mailing
April 2017

Acklam Grange School

Dear Parent and Guardian
As always, the spring term has been extremely busy and the positive impact of our
outstanding Year 11 GCSE results is still being seen, with interest in the school from
media outlets and schools wishing to learn from us and recognition from national
organisations.
The school has received a congratulations letter from Nick Gibb, MP, Secretary of
State for School Standards, for being in the top 5% of schools nationally for
Progress 8; Acklam Grange School has been invited to join the SSAT High
Performing Schools Network 2017-2018.
Since January we have seen:









In this newsletter
you will read and
learn more about
our exciting
initiatives and
events including 





Good News
Stories
eSchools
Attendance
Term Dates
Free School
Meals info







Hot Choc Friday with the Headteacher has continued to grow from strength to
strength – staff nominating students to join me on a Friday break for a hot
chocolate, a congratulation for working hard/doing something special/
demonstrating AGS Pride and receive a certificate too.
eSchools and ClassCharts Parent Apps launched.
GMB filming at Acklam Grange School.
BME Tees Valley Awards evening, where Andrea Crawshaw received the BME
Education Achievement Award.
AGS signed up for the #BoroMakesMe Campaign with Middlesbrough FC
Foundation to recognise and celebrate International Women’s Day.
International Womens’ Day was recognised in school with presentations from
Year 8 students on ‘A Woman who inspires me’.
Lockdown full school practice carried out in March.
Exploration of setting up a CCF (Combined Cadets Force) contingent in
September with visits from key personnel at Acklam Grange School, to
Wolsingham School, to view their set-up and to a Headteacher Conference for
existing and new schools.
Various Parents’ Evenings including Year 11, Year 9 Options Evening (and
Options Day), Countdown to Success Parent Support Evening - scheduled on 6
April for Year 11 students.
Monday 20 March – launch of our Better Student Movement Systems, including
a clear one-way system, less school bells (now only 3) and a re-arrangement of
outside furniture and rules to reduce litter at break and lunchtime. Early
indications suggest that it has been a big success and more impact will be shred
further into the term.

Yours sincerely

Ms A Crawshaw
Headteacher

Cancer Research Netball Week

A total of £187 was recently raised for Cancer
Research. Contributions were received from staff
and students at a netball match, where staff played
against a group of Year 11 students. We also
raised funds by holding a bake sale. It was a
fantastic team effort for such a worthy cause.

REdiscovering Middlesbrough

After two years of hard work we are proud to have been able to launch REdiscovering Middlesbrough.
Representatives from NASACRE (the National Association of Standing Advisory Councils on Religious Education), local schools and faith communities came together to learn about the project and
review its progress. We look forward to building on their suggestions and will continue to use the project to forge links with the local community and educate our students.
The aim of the REdiscovering Middlesbrough project is to create and maintain an online map of all the
places of worship in Middlesbrough, past and present, which can be used by visitors to the town and
in formal and informal education. For each place of worship on the map there will be links to resources created by Acklam Grange students who work on the project in their own time. The map will
be integrated into the Religious Studies and Discovery curriculums and is freely available for other
schools to use. This project is funded thanks to a grant from Westhill/NASACRE.
We are always looking for new sites to visit and teachers willing to use the map in their classrooms.
The map can be viewed here.
If you would like to enquire about the project please contact us via
rediscoveringmiddlesbrough@acklamgrange.org.uk

Attendance at Acklam Grange School
Be here, be on time, be the best
Congratulations!
Attendance to school is the biggest
factor in securing your child’s academic
success.
At Acklam Grange School we demand
the highest levels of attendance from all
of our students’ so that they may
develop their full potential during their
time at school. It is our aim to maintain a
culture of excellence, attendance and
punctuality. Missing out on education
has a significant effect on student’s life
opportunities. Everyone associated with
the school including students, parents/
carers and staff must do all in their
power to ensure that excellent
attendance
and
punctuality
is
maintained as it is an integral part of
daily life at Acklam Grange School.

936 (66.0% of the school) students have achieved
96+% attendance so far this term.

Our winning tutor groups of the term for highest
attendance and punctuality are;
Y7 – 7RK = 98.8%
Y8 – 8DHK = 97%
Y9 – CST = 97.2%
Y10 – DH = 98.4%
Y11 – JT = 98.5%
Y7 have topped the attendance chart this term with
95.7%!

So far this year, we have achieved
record attendance of 95.2% which is
above the national average for all
secondary schools in England. Our
punctuality stands at 98.6%. You, our
parent/carers, your children and the

Parent Drop-Off – Help Required
A big thank you to the vast majority of parents who now use our excellent drop
-off facilities on site at the Lodore Grove and Heythrop Drive entrances – this
makes the whole process safer and less crowded for all.
However, there are still some parents who do not drive on to the school site in order to drop off their child
– this is causing congestion and rightly complaints from the Lodore Grove, Ruskin Avenue and Heythrop
Drive residents. In addition, we have been informed that some parents are parking and driving in an
inconsiderate and even dangerous way on Lodore Grove – please be understanding of local residents,
but also mindful that our youngsters are walking to school – a badly parked car or poor driving could lead
to an accident where a child is hurt or killed – no-one wants this to happen. Please ensure that you use
the facilities provided when dropping off your child.

AGS signs up to the #BoroMakesMe Campaign
The Middlesbrough Football Club Foundation has announced the launch of a #BoroMakesMe
social media campaign, which will see a host of successful athletes, TV personalities and
businesswomen come together to celebrate their Middlesbrough heritage for International
Women’s Day. Andrea Crawshaw, Headteacher has signed up to this campaign to show our
commitment to International Womens' Day.
The initiative, which will culminate in a viral video on International women's day on March 8, will
contain a compilation of self-filmed videos of stars such as Olympic Gold Medallist rower Kat
Copeland, Team GB swimmer Aimee Wilmott, Sky Sports News presenter Hayley McQueen, and
Game of Thrones actress Faye Marsay, among many other unannounced guests.
The celebrities, local businesswoman, alongside young girls from some of MFC Foundation’s
programmes, will shoot short videos of around 10-15 seconds, in which they will begin with the
phrase ‘Boro Makes Me’, before rounding it off with an expression of the positive feelings they have
towards the town, as well as adding an anecdote or two.

Term Dates & PD Days 2016/2017
Following the Easter break, students return to school on Monday 24 April 2017
Summer Term 2016/2017
24 April 2017 - 21 July 2017
Holidays
10 April 2017 - 21 April 2017
29 May 2017 - 2 June 2017
PD Days
Monday 26 June 2017

September 2017/2018
Monday 4 September—PD Day (the school will be closed to ALL students)
Tuesday 5 September (Year 7 students only)
Wednesday 6 September—ALL students return to school

BME Education Award Winners
Andrea Crawshaw, Headteacher, accepted this
award on behalf of Ackam Grange School at the
recent BME Awards evening.
Achieving excellence in education attainment this award recognises an education establishment which goes over and beyond supporting
BME achievement.

Year 7
7A2 in English with Miss Graham has broken records with an amazing £340
fundraiser for the Readathon; money which will be used by Children's
Hospitals around the country.
Year 7-8 students continue to complete Read to Succeed booklets to track
success of Accelerated Reader.
119 students received texts home for good and outstanding behaviour & effort grades from all
cohort groupings and academic pathways.
13 students received a bronze certificate and had a personalised letter sent home to parents to
congratulate them on outstanding behaviour and effort across the subject range. Students covered
all cohort groupings and academic pathways.
Ten students received a silver level award and also had a personalised letter sent home to
congratulate them for their outstanding achievements across the subject range
One student (PP/White British male) received a Gold certificate signed by the Headteacher and a
£10 reward voucher, along with a personalised letter home to congratulate his efforts.
Sporting achievements:
A group of Year 7 students took part in the Middlesbrough Schools’ Sports Athletics Competition,
each receiving a medal for their efforts.
Eight Year 7 boys received a bronze medal for their performance in Middlesbrough Schools Sport
Football League.
Attendance:
Current Year 7 attendance stands at 95.4% (above Nat Avg)
Year 7 students with the highest attendance and punctuality were taken to Hollywood Bowl as a
reward. Approximately 40 students participated and enjoyed some bowling games along with some
light refreshments.

Other Achievements:
There has been over 25 nominations to receive the award for the
coveted “Hot Choc with the Head” on Fridays. Students enjoy their
hot drink and chance to chat with the most senior member of AGS
Staff. Each student then takes home a certificate with the reasons
for their nomination.
30 students have been nominated by members of the Year 7 Tutor
Team to win the chance to take Super Sergei home (the Year 7
Literacy mascot). Ten students have been successful and received
this accolade in our weekly assembly.
Several groups of Year 7 students have undertaken visits to MFC
and its stadium as part of the MFC Foundation Trust and its
innovative Transition programme to support secondary schools in
the transition process.
Students have been invited to several premier league football games at the Riverside stadium as a
reward for positive engagement, positive behaviour and effort in school.
Eight students were rewarded with a study visit to the Manchester United Stadium as part of the MFC
programme for transition.

Year 8
From the recent data collection, three students received gold awards and letters home due to their
current achievement; 39 students received silver awards and letters home and 68 students received
texts home to notify and inform parents/carers how successful their child is performing in a variety
of subjects.
The year group also had 76 students who are displaying a desire to learn through their attitude in
lesson. Two students received gold awards and letters home, 17 received silver awards and letters
home and the remaining 57 students received a text home thus allowing our parents/carers to be
involved in the celebration of achievements.
Since the turn of the year, we have had 16 students invited to ‘Hot Choc Fridays’ with the
Headteacher. Most notably the four students who helped another Year 8 student who had an
accident.
In order to celebrate our students PRIDE points, the year 8s have to opportunity to win £5 voucher
every week by being the weekly winner with the most points collected. This incentive allows every
student the chance of winning which makes it inclusive to all.
The Discovery programme has been a success for the students who were placed on it last term as
they have made vast improvements with regards to attitude and behaviour both in and out of
lessons. The introduction of the Blue report has also allowed students to modify their behaviour for
learning and are now more successful in lessons.
Sporting achievements
Year 8 rugby has been another success story for the second year running with the current cohort
remaining town champions and reaching the county final which is to be played on 23 March.
Sadie Dickinson was placed 6th in the 14yrs 100m Breaststroke at the recent Northumberland and
Durham Championships.
To celebrate British Science Week, a group of students were given the opportunity to take part in a
talk given by Zoolab. It was also a chance for the students to meet a variety of animals and reptiles
that they may not have seen before.

Students are being reminded of the upcoming attendance trip to Lightwater Valley.
This coincides with the popular weekly attendance league delivered in assemblies and
adds an extra incentive to be in school.
Our student council members are actively trying
to promote and raise money for Meserani Project.
This is ongoing and will allow students to take
ownership over a project they are passionate
about.
A Year 8 reading club is currently in the process
of being set up and implemented for our gifted
and talented students which will inspire and
motivate our students to have PRIDE in their
achievements.

Year 9
Year 9 attendance has remained at 94.8%. We have continued to reward good attendance
with a form competition. 9CRD have regularly been in top place but 9JLO has taken the
lead for the last 4 consecutive weeks. Students who have 100% punctuality and 96%
attendance have been rewarded with the opportunity to attend a bowling trip and the annual
trip to Flamingo Land which is very popular with students.
Year 9 students are closely monitored by the Year 9, Behaviour and Achievement Teams.
Student timetables are frequently being personalised to support and narrow any gaps in
their learning with many students attending Connect and Endeavour sessions.
We continue to reward a tutor group each week for being the best behaved with a Golden
Ticket for an early lunch. It has been lovely to see the variety of forms winning this and
enjoying their reward.
Year 9 exams have taken place and the students have shown their maturity and focus as
they have experienced sitting exams in the hall. They have sat exams in English, Maths,
Science, Geography, History and French - their behaviour was excellent and students spent
time in PRIDE lessons planning revision timetables and learning how to prepare for exams.
We also have the important Options process this term. Year 9 students will be interviewed
to help start them on their Options journey and will experience Options Evening on 30
March 30 when parents are also invited into school to discuss the process with staff. At this
event, students and their parents will have the opportunity to see example work from KS4
and discuss personalised and aspirational education routes.
On 10 February, Year 9 students had access to the Respect Yourself Roadshow which aims
to reduce risk taking behaviour for our students. The students were praised by the visitors
for their excellent behaviour and attitude. The students took part in sessions about safe
sex, alcohol and drug awareness.
Our Student Council Representatives (Tilly Brannigan and Rohaan Latif) have taken part in
whole School Council meetings to discuss improving the learning environment and have
also led Year Council Meetings where they have discussed improving our reward and
sanctions systems.

The Student Leaders have organised and led an extremely successful fundraising event for
Year 9. There was an inter-form competition to raise the most money by planning and running
a stall at a marketplace event. We had a big variety of stalls selling handmade candles;
sweets, home-baked goods, hot chocolate, a kick-up competition, splat the rat and a ring-toss
stall. Overall the students raised £260 that has been split between the Meserani Project and
their chosen charity Tees Hospice. 9JJ sold home-baked goods and raised £71 of the final
amount winning the competition.
Year 9 students have been awarded a grant of £2000 to create an
online map of religious sites in Middlesbrough. The group continues
to work really hard on this project and has visited 12 places of
worship in order to input data into their app. This work was
presented this term in a special evening for school stakeholders.
On the 27 January, Major Chris Chapman from the British Army
came into school to work with our Red Pathway Year 9 students. He
ran 3 workshops as part of the centenary commemorations for some
of the major battles of WW1.
Bradley Povey has qualified for the National Cross Country Championship Finals. Many of our
girls are part of the girls’ football team and have won many of their recent matches including a
4-2 victory over High Tunstall where Leah Kossick scored a goal. Our Year 9 boys’ football
team is experiencing success and are through to the semi-finals of the Town Cup after a 9-1
win away at Kings Academy.

Our students continue to enjoy the wide range of opportunities available within the Performing
Arts department. Several girls will be taking part in an external singing competition on the 24
March.
Three Year 9 girls have come up with the idea of a School Magazine – Talia Mitchell, Rida
Shaikh and Serish Hussain. They wrote a detailed proposal for SLT and have devised a
more detailed outline for AGS Shine Bright Magazine. The girls have already enlisted the
help of one of our Year 9 Anti-Bullying Ambassadors to get involved and help create an Antibullying section. The girls have also presented in assembly to advertise the Magazine looking
for more students to get involved and contribute – we eagerly await the first edition.
A group of Year 9 boys who are enjoying getting involved
with the DofE opportunities at AGS have worked together
to set up a Science club for Year 7. The boys plan and
prepare the activities liaising with a lead member of staff
and the technicians. They have advertised it independently and have a keen group of Year 7 attendees who are currently building a giant volcano they
intend to explode! There are also a number of Year 9 students who are working after school
to try and achieve their CREST awards by researching and carrying out independent scientific
study projects.
It has been an action packed term in Year 9 and on behalf of the whole team we look forward
to welcoming all Year 9 Students back after the Easter break to continue the adventure.
Year 9 Red Pathway were involved in Operation Reflect with the British Army. Major Chris
Chapman came in and ran three 1 hour workshops with students on some of the major battles
of WW1, up to and including those in 1917.
Five students were also involved in the Rediscovering Middlesbrough project launch on
Thursday 16 March. Feedback about the students was outstanding and can be seen on the
project’s Twitter page.

Year 10
We have experienced success with year attendance and punctuality. Attendance for Year 10
currently stands at 95.2% which is an increase on the same time last year where attendance stood
at 94.1%. The drive to improve this continues with all students who have 100% punctuality and 96%
attendance rewarded and recognised in PRIDE assemblies, seeing more and more students
improving their attendance on a daily basis. Year 10 students are working hard to ensure that their
attendance meets the criteria set to enable them to attend the Blackpool trip in the summer.
Year 10 has continued to embody the ethos of AGS and all elements of AGS PRIDE. As a year
group students have continued to achieve excellent results on uniform and standards checks
showing that they are fully prepared, organised and ready to learn, as well as showing full respect
for their school.
Year 10 students are under constant monitoring by the Year 10 Team as well as the Achievement
Team.
More student timetables are being personalised to support and narrow gaps in their
learning. We have seen excellent attendance to period 6 intervention sessions as students take full
advantage of the additional time afforded to them by staff, to enhance their learning and progress.
Currently ten Year 10 boys are competing in an Achievement League, where they have been split
into 3 teams; a competition they are taking very seriously and are in turn improving their effort and
attainment across all subjects.
Our Year 10 Rep’s continue to do an excellent job attending Council meetings to represent the voice
and opinion of their peers. The pair have reported back to the year group during assemblies
keeping us all up to date on decisions made and plans that are in place as a result of the meetings.

Ahead of Year 11, Year 10 students have been doing an amazing job of volunteering to help
during Parents’ Evenings and school events; they have been excellent ambassadors for Year 10
and AGS as a whole.
Two Year 10 girls have worked especially hard raising money for the Meserani project through
inventive and exciting ways including a specialised Candy Cane delivery service at Christmas
and an extra special Chocolate prize draw this term. The girls have raised over £200 to support a
child in Africa to attend school and gain an education.
One of our Year 10 girls is currently in New York as an ambassador for Banardo’s speaking at an
international conference about child sexual exploitation.
We continue to have the pleasure of seeing many Year 10
students nominated by staff across the school for going above
and beyond and being rewarded by the Head teacher through
#HotChocFri. Students are invited to enjoy a cup of hot chocolate
with the Head Teacher for standing out as outstanding students;
something Year 10 students have excelled at.
19 Year 10 students have been selected to take part on the up
and coming SKI trip to Valdifiemme, Italy over the Easter Break.
All students, who are very excited, have shown that they have
excellent records of behaviour, attendance and punctuality and
are capable of being true ambassadors of AGS.

Year 10 students have taken part in a range of university visits, gaining experience, knowledge and
skills to prepare them for higher education. The visits have included:



Skills and Choose your Future events at The University of Teesside
The Life of a Student event at Newcastle University.

As always, the students taking part on the visit were a credit to both themselves and AGS.
Year 10 are currently booking tickets for the very first AGS Spotlight on Success event where they
will gain an insight into the world of work from 15 business industry specialists. The Year group as a
whole have fully embraced this opportunity with many sessions already sold out!
Year 10 students attended the AGS Shine event held in the Acorn Centre where they were provided
with a wealth of knowledge and information regarding their choices for after they leave school. The
Year 10 cohort thoroughly enjoyed the event which raised aspirations across the year group.
The Year 10 students who completed their HPQ received
their grades this term giving many of the cohort a reason to
celebrate fantastic results.
Year 10 has continued to thrive in sporting activates with the
Year 10 girls taking part in lots of events including: a Netball
Tournament, an under 16 cricket tournament, badminton
tournaments and cross country events. Some of our girls
have been selected to take part in sport at the Under 16
Cleveland County level.

Is your child entitled to receive Free School Meals?
To find out about free school meals and help your school get extra funding to help with your child's
education, please read below.
Parents who receive certain benefits are eligible to apply for free school meals for their child.
If you live in Middlesbrough and receive any of the following support payments, you're eligible to apply for free
school meals for your child.
1. Income Support
2. Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance
3. Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
4. Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
5. The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit
6. Child Tax Credit (provided you're not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income
of no more than £16,190 as assessed by HM Revenues and Customs)
7. Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
Forms can be downloaded at: https://www.middlesbrough.gov.uk/benefits-and-council-tax/free schoolmeals

Correct Contact Details
It is essential that we have your correct mobile telephone
numbers as our prime point of contact is via text. To avoid
worry or not knowing why your child is late home from
school (because he/she has incurred a detention), please
make sure that the Main Office is provided with your most
recent mobile telephone number.

Acklam Grange School
Lodore Grove
Acklam
Middlesbrough
Tel: 01642 277700
Fax: 01642 277701
Email: acklamgrange@acklamgrane.org.uk
Website: www.acklamgrange.org.uk
Twitter: @AcklamGrange

