
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acklam Grange School  February 2019 

Parents’ Mailing  
 

Dear Parent and Guardian, 

 

Message from the Headteacher 

 

It has been an amazing start to 

2019 at Acklam Grange School. 

Our students and staff have 

continued to work extremely 

hard with so much to be proud of 

as you will see from this version 

of our Parents’ Mailing. I have 

been privileged to attend 

assemblies this week to 

acknowledge a huge number of 

our students receiving PRIDE 

points and recognition for their 

hard work and I am still loving Friday break celebrating ‘Hot Choc with the Head’. 

Our long awaited Sports Academy has been launched, our next cohort of Duke of 

Edinburgh students have been selected, trips to London, France and skiing have 

been launched and the Combined Cadet Force numbers are sky high! Our results 

from 2018 have been validated by the government and I am thrilled to confirm we 

are amongst the best schools in the country for the progress of our students, for the 

third year running.  

 

To continue our ongoing drive to improve communication and engagement with 

home, please ensure that you have registered and downloaded our ‘ClassCharts’ 

and ‘E-schools’ App (see page 13) to give you real time information on positive 

points, key information and homework. If you have any questions, please contact us 

and we will support you any way we can. In January, we hosted two Parents’ 

Evenings for Year 9 and 10 and we have our final Year 11 Parents’ Evening on the 

7 March 2019. I cannot stress how important it is that we have 100% attendance 

from all of our students and families to enable us to support your child’s academic 

progress. To keep fully up to date make sure you are following us on social media: 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/acklamgrangemiddlesbrough 

Twitter: @AcklamGrange  

Instagram: @Acklam_Grange_School  

 

May I take this opportunity, from my very privileged position, to thank you all once 

again for supporting your child and our school this half term. I am very proud of our 

AGS Family and from everyone at the school, we wish you all a restful break and 

look forward to seeing everyone on the 25
 
February 2019.  

 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Martin Luther King  
Florence Nightingale  

Rosa Parks Diana Princess 

of Wales  

Mahatma Ghandi Marie Curie JK Rowling Nelson Mandela 

William Shakespeare  Stephen Hawking Sir David Attenborough Captain James Cook 

Tutor Families 

As I am sure your child has already discussed with you, over the past six months they 

have been involved in a process with the Senior Prefect Team, Mrs Dixon our Year 11 

Leader and Assistant Headteacher, Ms Darbyshire to introduce and develop a bespoke 

tutor family which runs across all year groups.  

Following our student voice regarding our pastoral structure it was decided that we would 

name a tutor group in each year group after an inspirational person. This would give a 

family of five tutor groups their own identity and would enable us to have tutor families.  

Students from Year 7 though to Year 11 could be grouped together for events such as 

Sports Day and celebrate together in special PRIDE Assemblies. 

Our student body was extremely excited by this development and all staff and students 

were asked to nominate inspirational people who they would like to be considered for a 

vote. Over 127 people were nominated and the student and staff vote selected the 

following: 

 

We would appreciate it if you could discuss this with your child as they have been 

learning about who these people are, what they have achieved, the impact they have had 

across the world within their area and their core values. It is important for our students to 

understand the impact that these icons have had and why they have played such an 

important part in our lives.  



Student Leadership 

In addition to our new tutor families, the Student Council has undergone a re-structure to 

mirror this approach to widening students’ knowledge of those people who have shaped 

their future. In order to enable our students to identify and develop their own cultural capital 

with inspirational local, national and international people we grouped our student leadership 

body into five main areas. Each area was linked to an inspirational person who has had an 

impact both locally and nationally within this area.  

Students from all year groups were asked to apply for the position as a Student Leader in 

the area they felt the most passion for and where they felt they would be able to have most 

impact. 67 students applied and were successful in the first round, with an additional 12 

students putting themselves forward to support us as the year has progressed. Our Student 

Leaders have taken part in two ‘Big Meets’ so far this year discussing the students 

concerns and ideas for development. Each student also has a project they are working on. 

Monies have been raised for our charity work including our very own Meserani Project. 

Some students have become our very own BBC Reporters, promoting the work that goes 

on across the school and within the wider community. The projects are now coming thick 

and fast and this is an exciting time for us! We will update you in the next Parents’ Mailing 

on their progress. Please follow us on Twitter @AGS_Pastoral Student Success @AGS. 

 

Gertrude Bell Emmeline Pankhurst  
Malala Yousafzai 

Hugh Bell 
Mary Butterwick Sir Arthur Dorman 

Stan Hollis 



IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Leaving school site after 3.15pm 
As parents you will be aware of our extensive after school provision of extra-curricular clubs 

and academic study support programmes. Due to the number of students on site after 

hours, it has been necessary to review our student exit protocols. The following information 

has been shared with all students and we would appreciate your support in ensuring 

students are collected from the appropriate exit. 

 

3.15pm-5.00pm:  

Students are able to leave via Main reception (Lodore Grove) or the Acorn Centre 

(Heythrop Drive) 

 

5.00pm onwards:  

Main Reception (Lodore Grove) will close and therefore students must leave via the Acorn 

Centre. 

 

5.25pm-5:35pm: 

Main student gate will be opened to allow exit via Lodore Grove. 

 

If your child has signed up for a club in advance or is requested for study support you will 

continue to be notified via text message. 

 

If your child chooses to stay in school to attend a drop in or voluntary club, they are 

responsible for informing you.  

An amazing visit from the BBC   

All our year 8, 9 and 10s were invited to be 

enthralled by BBC Radio’s DJ Nick Bright, 

along with guests panellists Kim 

McDermottroe (a Creative Director), Matt 

McGough (MD of Ithica films) and Matthew 

Soakell (Senior PPC trainer at Mabo 

Media) to discuss careers  in the Creative 

industries. Students were told: 

‘Perseverance is key, study hard and trust 

your teachers to help you’ very wise words 

from our inspirational host DJ Nick Bright.  

All students found this an amazing experience and were a credit to the school.  



Attendance at Acklam Grange School 

Be here, be on time, be the best 

Attendance to school is the biggest factor in securing your child’s academic success. 

At Acklam Grange School, we insist on the highest levels of attendance from all of our students so 

that they may develop their full potential during their time at school.  It is our aim to maintain a cul-

ture of excellence, attendance and punctuality.  Missing out on education has a significant effect 

on student’s life opportunities.  Everyone associated with the school, including students, parents/

carers and staff, must do all in their power to ensure that excellent attendance and punctuality is 

maintained as it is an integral part of daily life at Acklam Grange School. 

So far this year, with your support, we have achieved record attendance of 96% which is above 

the national average for all secondary schools in England.  Our punctuality stands at 98.3%.  You, 

our parents/carers, your children and the school, have worked tirelessly as a team to ensure that 

attendance and punctuality remains at an all-time high! 

Congratulations! 
976 students (65% of the school) have achieved 96+% attendance.  Our winning tutor groups 

overall for the highest attendance and punctuality are; 

7SDA = 98% 

8JKR = 97.3% 

9MLK = 98% 

10NM = 96% 

11RP = 97% 

Best Year Group 

Year 7 = 96.9% 

In December all Year 7 students with 100% attendance were invited to receive a chocolate treat 

from Santa which caused so much excitement! 

 

7SDA won the form group competition for having the best attendance for the term. Each member 

of the group received a selection pack. 



Holly, our school therapy dog, is settling 

in nicely! 

 
Holly has proven invaluable in school not just with students but also with staff. 

Holly’s base in school is in ARC Services and many students will come down to see 

Holly at the start of their day and as she walks along the corridors on her lead. Mr 

Johnson takes Holly for her walks throughout the day. 

Holly has had a very therapeutic effect and has been joining with some of the 

counselling sessions. She very much enjoys the company of others and is happy to be 

petted and stroked during these sessions. 

Some students have also been able to take Holly for a walk with a member of staff 

when feeling upset, angry or just a little down, to help them into a better frame of mind 

to be supported and achieve their best. 

Holly has been continuing with her training and will be looking to take part in more of 

school life as she completes this. As part of her training she will be starting to spend 

more time in other areas of school next term and is looking forward to more contact 

with visitors and students in school. We look forward to Holly being able to join in with 

more aspects of school life as she completes her training. 

 

 

We are very proud of Holly, as are our staff and students! 



Time to celebrate! 

Acklam Grange is a ‘School of Sanctuary’ 

 

 

 

 

We are delighted to inform you that Acklam Grange School is now recognised as a ‘School of 

Sanctuary’ - a safe and welcoming place for all, especially for whose lives are in danger in 

their own country or who have troubles at home. It is a school that helps its students, staff and 

wider community understand what it means to be seeking sanctuary and to extend a welcome 

to everyone as equal, valued members of the school community. It is a school that is proud to 

be a place of safety and inclusion for all. 

Acklam Grange becoming a School of Sanctuary has established a sense of safety for 

everyone who has links to our school, and advertises that we welcome and appreciate 

refugees, asylum seekers and families from across the globe. Staff and students are mindful of 

prior experiences, enabling them to understand and cater for individual needs. Opportunities 

for student voice have been increased, promoting active citizenship 

and drawing out the values of our PRIDE ethos. Race equality and 

community cohesion work has been notably strengthened as a 

result of our status.  

Examples of the work we do at Acklam Grange includes contributing 

to charitable organisations, conducting assemblies and PRIDE 

lessons with cultural themes, welcoming members of the bilingual 

community into school to support learners and offering first 

language GCSE qualifications. 

In addition to this we operate a Communication Leader programme within school where 

students are trained to provide specialist support to those with English as an Additional 

Language, assisting them during their induction to school and ensuring they integrate 

seamlessly.  

We will continue to learn, take positive action and share. 

 

 



I support the Middlesbrough Promise and I am currently reading: 
 

 

The launch of ‘ The Middlesbrough Reading Promise’ has brought a wide range of delegates 

together, all with the shared goal of making Middlesbrough a ‘Reading Town’ and ensuring 

that reading is a priority for all families in the area.  

 

At Acklam Grange School we want everyone in our school family to understand the value of 

reading and be part of the pledge to make reading a priority in Middlesbrough. Sharing a story 

or talking about our reading choices is a great way to promote a culture of reading.  

 

 Take a look at the ‘Read to Succeed’ section of our literacy website www.agsliteracy.com  to 

find out how you can support the ‘Middlesbrough Promise’ at home. The list of ‘Fifty Books’ to 

read before you leave school and ‘Book of the month’ are great places to start if you are 

looking for inspiration about what to read next. 

 

This is now into its fourth term, with a small but 

dedicated contingent of parents/carers helping to 

move the school forward, via collaboration on a range 

of key issues. We are always on the look out for new 

members - for more information or to express an 

interest: 

 

pacey.j@acklamgrange.org.uk 

 

The group is led by parents/carers, for parents/carers 

and everybody is welcome to attend and give their 

view. Council meetings take place approximately 

once every six to eight weeks and dates/timings are 

flexible to support other commitments. We want to 

continue to drive our school forward and we cannot 

do it without a voice from our community. 

http://www.agsliteracy.com
mailto:pacey.j@acklamgrange.org.uk


 

 

 

 

We are thrilled that our PRIDE Programme has continued to be suc-

cessful. It is a three year initiative focussing on character, resilience, 

respect, leadership skills and positive contributions to the community.  

The My PRIDE Pledge Award initiative offered only to AGS continues 

to provide amazing opportunities for our Year 7 students each half-

term. The programme is very much student led with a keen focus on character building and 

development, resilience and British values. Guidance is offered from the Year 7 team of tu-

tors and students can opt to undertake a variety of tasks and activities from three levels of 

challenge which are converted into a weighting system to determine their overall accredita-

tion. 

Our next half-term’s focus is “Direction” where students will be involved in an “Apprentice-

Style” challenge and pitching their business ideas to senior members of staff associated 

with their tutor group. This provides students with the opportunity to 

demonstrate their leadership skills and work as part of a cohesive 

team. We can’t wait! 

Currently, Year 8 students are actively engaged in the Project “AGS 

Epic!” which sees the creation of a book entitled “AGS Chronicles”. 

Each tutor group has artistic license to create a book that will in turn 

be taken on an epic journey to our partner school in Africa where they 

will be read by the children and students in the classrooms there. In 

addition, as part of the project this term some of our Year 8 students have volunteered to 

read aloud to, or be read to by some of our partner primary school children at Linthorpe 

Academy in order to support their literacy proficiency and develop their confidence with 

reading.  

Essentially, the My PRIDE programme is providing our young people with the skills they 

need to become independent, responsible and resilient global citizens that place them at 

the forefront of opportunities which include college placements, university scholarships and 

apprenticeships with national employers. 



AGS Sports Academy Launch 

We are thrilled to announce the launch of our AGS 

Sports Academy.  This will develop and expand further 

over the next 18 months, however, our first 33 students 

have been inducted and have had personalised 

programmes created. 

 

The Sports Academy will provide selected students 

with the following:  

1. Opportunity: We have developed a strong link with Bede 6
th
 form college and 

Teesside University who specialise in delivering high quality sports provision.  Here, the 

students will attend a number of sessions throughout the year and follow a bespoke 

programme to develop their fitness, skill acquisition and knowledge of elements such as: 

diet, nutrition and sports preparation. 

2. Impact:  We foresee the students improving their sporting performances as a 

result of the high quality provision and target setting.  More importantly, to improve their 

knowledge of how to live a lifestyle that will provide them with a greater platform to 

succeed.  With this in mind, hopefully this can lead to increased focus, concentration and 

improved academic performance. 

Expectations: We fully expect the highest standards from all our students.  Being 

humble, demonstrating respect and no arrogance are the cornerstone of this 

programme.  We would expect all Sports Academy students to act as ambassadors inside 

and out of school, therefore ensuring attendance, behaviour and school work remain at the 

highest possible standards. 



 

 

 

 

Open for debate 

Thank you to all students, parents and carers who have already taken part in this term’s AGS 

Enquire ‘Big Debate’: 'Cruelty to animals is wrong, and all humans should be Vegetarians'. 

 

Our eSchools discussion boards have been flooded with opinion from our students, and the AGS 

Enquire email inbox has also received a number of submissions direct from the wider AGS family. 

 

Please keep those opinions coming and take the opportunity to engage with your children in 

shared research as we draw nearer to our live debating event just before the Easter break. 

 

Students at AGS get plenty of opportunities for smaller scale debating tasks each fortnight as part 

of our PRIDE curriculum, but each termly ‘big’ topic is designed to help people become well 

informed and talking about some of the issues that are going on in our world. If you do have 

something you wish to share, don’t hesitate to contact us on: agsenquire@acklamgrange.org.uk. 

AGS Enquire is not about being right or wrong. The key to discussion is to be aware of both points 

of view so that you are in the best position to put forward an informed opinion. 

 

We look forward to having you join the discussion! 

 

Calling all Year 11 parents! 
To help support your child in the run up to their examinations, please refer to the Exam Analysis 

booklet that you received with their progress report in January. This document represents each 

student's own 'brain on a page' with a personalised breakdown of what and how they can study for 

each subject area. An electronic version of this document - with links to key websites and apps - 

can be found via the school website, using the following steps: 

 

  Select 'Magellan' from the top right of the main school website 

  Login using the student's details for the school computers 

 Select 'My Files' > !Revision Resources 

 

You will find 3 files that can be downloaded: The exam analysis booklet, a personalised revision 

planner and a questionnaire taken by each student at the end of their entry exams. On this, they 

set some goals for their 'real exam' preparation that may help as a bit of motivation. The most 

important thing is to make a start. At the very least, all students are able to access sites such as 

Hegarty Maths, the PiXL Maths App and Seneca Learning. All instructions for their use are 

included in the Exam Analysis document.  

 

On behalf of the staff at Acklam Grange, we would like to wish every student the very best wishes 

for the upcoming GCSE exams. Preparation for these has already started but a key date for your 

diary is the 7 March 2019. This is the Year 11 parents evening where as well as discussing your 

child's current progress you will be offered the opportunity to see first hand the revision resources 

available in supporting your child to success (as detailed in Mr Pacey's section). If together, we can 

encourage the students to access these resources, I am confident it will lead to every Year 11 

student reaching their potential and beyond. 

 

mailto:agsenquire@acklamgrange.org.uk


 

Family Nurturing Programme 

 

At AGS we are committed to supporting all our families. We are thrilled to 

announce we have started out first Family Nurturing Programme and this 

has been running successfully for five weeks. We will provide an update on 

completion and hope to run the Nurturing Programme again in the near 

future. If you would like to find out more information about the programme 

please contact Mrs C Martin or Miss E Masterman on 01642277700. 

 



 

 

 

The four sessions 

1: Being a parent of a teenager and 

 understanding behaviours 

2: Understanding your teenager, the teenage 

brain and the trainee adult 

3: Communicating with your teenager, talking and 

listening  

4: Managing conflict and building your  

 relationship  

Talking Teens  

Where: 

Acklam Grange 

School  

When: 

9.15-11.30am 

7th/14th/21st/28th 

Contact to book a place:  

Emma Masterman 

Claire Martin 

01642 277700 



 

 

 

 

eSchools is the perfect tool for us to engage with our teachers, students and parents. 

The features included within the system enhance the way in which the school community 

shares information and learning. Teachers are able to take registers, set assignments and 

monitor their students’ progress. For students, the platform is a convenient place to view 

homework and projects as well as store files, add events and communicate with teachers 

and fellow learners through messaging. 

As a parent you are able to login to the eSchools platform on any computer device with 

internet access. The platform provides you with access to the school calendar and you can 

view your child’s attendance data as well as the homework they have been set. You also 

have access to the free eSchools app which can be viewed on any mobile device.  

 

As a parent you are able to login to the eSchools platform on any computer device with 

internet access using your login details below. The platform provides you with access to the 

school calendar and you can view your child’s attendance data as well as the lesson content 

they have been using and the homework they have been set. You also have access to the 

free eSchools app which can be viewed on any mobile device. The app allows you to view 

your child’s attendance, view letters that have been sent home by the school, view the 

school calendar allowing you to keep updated on all school events and events related to 

your child, view your child’s class page to keep up to date with what’s going on in class and 

view your child’s homework tasks as well as teacher feedback on completed homework.  

 

 

Class Charts - Class Charts is an online system 

which our teachers use to track achievement and behaviour 

throughout the school day and award achievement and 

behaviour points to our students where appropriate. We 

believe in working closely with parents and one of the key 

benefits of using Class Charts is that we are able to securely 

share your child’s achievement and behaviour report with 

you and so keep you up to date in real-time. 

 

 If you have not yet activated your account or are having any problems, please email 

your child’s name and date of birth to: sims@acklamgrange.org.uk 

 



 

Important dates for your diary  

Spring Term 

7 January 2019 until 5 April 2019 

 

Half Term holiday 

18 February 2019 until 22 February 2019 

 

Final Countdown Evening-Year 11 

Thursday 7 March 2019 

 

Year 9 Options Interviews & Evening 

Thursday 21 March 2019 

 

 Year 11 Prom 
Monday 24 June 2019  

(Those eligible will receive invites next term) 

 

2018/19 PD days 

Friday 28 June 

Monday 22 July 

Tuesday 23 July 

 

2020 PD days 

Friday 24 January 

Monday 20 July  

PD day in June to be confirmed 

 

All term dates and event information can be found on the school website and on our 

school media outlets 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget that we would love to invite your child to come and sit with their peers and 

our staff to enjoy a free breakfast from 8am each day!  

 



School Clubs 
 
At Acklam Grange School, we believe in offering as many out of the classroom opportunities as 
possible.  Many faculties continue to welcome students to their extra curricular clubs. Please 
encourage your child to take part in any of these exciting opportunities that we have to offer and 
ask them to contact the appropriate member of staff. We are currently hosting to following clubs 
and would love to see your child there:  
 

Enhancement reading/writing - Every day in the LRC 8am - 8:40am, Break time, lunchtime 
and 3pm - 4pm 

Book Club - Monday lunchtimes 
Netball - Monday lunchtimes 

Dodgeball - Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday lunchtimes 
Table Tennis - Monday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday lunchtimes 

Futsal - Monday lunchtimes  
Boys club - Every day at lunchtime 
Girls club - Every day at lunchtime 
Junior Choir - Tuesday lunchtimes 

Trampolining and Badminton - Tuesday lunchtimes 
Boxercise for girls - Tuesday lunchtimes 
Creative writing  - Wednesday lunchtimes 

IDEA - Wednesday lunchtimes 
Mad for Cad - Thursday lunchtimes 

MicroBit - Thursday lunchtimes (Week 2 only) 
Girls Cricket - Friday lunchtimes 

Musical Theatre - Monday 3pm - 4pm 
Girls Futsal - Monday 3pm - 4pm 

Rediscovering Middlesbrough - Monday 3pm - 4pm  
Anti-Bullying Ambassador meeting - Monday and Friday 3pm - 4pm  

Art Workshops - Tuesday 3pm - 4pm 
Dance Club - Tuesday 3pm - 4pm  

Swerve Table Tennis  - Tuesday 3pm - 4pm  
Boys Cricket - Tuesday 3pm - 4pm 

Boys & Girls Hockey (all years) - Tuesday 3pm - 4pm  
Kool Cooking Krew - Wednesday 3pm - 4pm 

Maths Club - Wednesday 3pm - 4pm 
Biscuit Club - Wednesday 3pm - 4pm  

History Club - Wednesday - 3pm - 4pm 
Health & Beauty Workshops - Wednesday 3pm - 4pm 

Drama Club - Wednesday 3pm - 5pm  
Netball - Wednesday 3pm - 4pm  

Rugby Team night - Wednesday 3pm - 4pm 
Sound Training Intervention - Thursday 3pm - 3:30pm  

Stem Club - Thursday 3pm - 4pm 
Science Club - Thursday 3pm - 4pm 

ASD workshop - Thursday 3pm - 4pm  
Year 7 overflow session - Friday 3pm - 4pm 

 
 



Parent Drop-Off – Help Required 

A big thank you to the vast majority of parents who now use our excellent drop-off 

facilities on site at the Lodore Grove and Heythrop Drive entrances – this makes the 

whole process safer and less crowded for all.   

However, there are still some parents who do not drive onto the school site in order to 

drop off their child – this is causing congestion and rightly complaints from the Lodore 

Grove, Ruskin Avenue and Heythrop Drive residents.  In addition, we have been 

informed that some parents are parking and driving in an inconsiderate and even 

dangerous way on Lodore Grove – please be understanding of local residents, but also 

mindful that our youngsters are walking to school – a badly parked car or poor driving 

could lead to an accident where a child is hurt or killed – no-one wants this to happen.  

Please ensure that you use the facilities provided when dropping off your child. 

* Advisory notice: please ensure that students/youngsters are secured safely 

either with a booster seat or seat belt when travelling. 

 

 

Cycling to School 

All cyclists will receive advice after half term on how to keep safe when cycling to 

school.  Cyclists should dismount when they arrive at the gates and walk their bicycles 

to the storage area. 

Cyclists are also asked to take care when cycling in traffic.  The cycle storage units are 

locked throughout the day but students must provide a good quality lock for their bikes 

while they’re in storage. 


