
Northern School of Art 
 
The message from the Northern School of Art is for applicants not to worry but to take advantage of 
this time to exercise their creativity. They are looking forward to welcoming you at the September 
enrolment. 
“We might be living in isolation but creativity is in everything we see and do, so get involved with 
small challenges that can grow your knowledge and confidence, then bring it in and show us what 
you can do – we’re excited to see what you’re capable of. During times like this is where the creators 
get to work.” 
 The suggestions below will help to keep you engaged and provide a good foundation in preparing 
you for your next steps into further education. Please feel free to consider the below points for your 
own planned activities.  
Activities to do at home 

 Technical skills 
Set yourself a 30minute uninterrupted drawing task. No phone, no computer, just 30minutes 
a day in a different room of their house or the garden etc to draw anything you like from 
observations (not the imagination). 
For anyone that has applied for Interior, Architecture and Product Design (3D), there is a 
useful drawing brief attached. 

 Documentation practice 
A photo per day, whilst in isolation, document the process with 1 photo every day. You may 
want to add the hashtag #wfh (work from home) and @thenorthernart  

 Research 
Research artists and designers and try to find more and more similar ones on social media. 
Perhaps start a pinterest board too to help with research and source inspiration. 

 Careers 
 We recommend https://discovercreative.careers/#/  - A Creative Careers website, where 

students and parents can access career profiles etc. 
 Pupils could pick a different creative career each day to investigate, from working in a 

design agency to games maker, animator, museum curator, self-employed artist, 
photographer (different types; commercial, wedding, landscape etc), a day in the life of 
an illustrator. What do each of these jobs require? What skills? What’s the good thing 
about these jobs? How much can you earn? Where do you work? Who would be your 
boss? Find the most bizarre place/job that a creative person works. 

 You may also find the careers section of our website useful. This provides an overview of 
support we offer, useful tools and our digital version of the creative careers guide. 

 I have attached a presentation on creative careers which we recently delivered to pupils 
and teaching staff, which might also be useful. 

  
Still to Apply? 
We are still taking applications to The Northern School of Art and we have simplified our admissions 
process. In most cases, we will offer people a place without the need for a telephone interview, and 
in some cases without a portfolio. If you are considering a creative course, please fill out the online 
form on our website (www.northernart.ac.uk) or contact  studentrecruitment@northernart.ac.uk or 
01642 288 888. 
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