
 

 

 

Hello, I’m Mr Portues. I work for MFC Foundation, delivering the Stepping Up Transition 
programme, here at Acklam Grange School. The Stepping Up programme currently works 
with 28 primary schools and four secondary schools across Teesside. 

Levels of confidence, self-esteem, emotional development and attitudes to learning are 
developed by supporting the needs of individual students through using specific intervention 
strategies and personalised learning. 

The main aims of this project are: 

 To support young people as they make their transition from primary to secondary 
education.  

 To reduce anxiety about change  

 To ensure that students have the practical skills and knowledge to be able to 
confidently and competently  fully access the post-transition opportunities  

 To ensure that students have the tools and emotional resilience to manage the social 
and emotional challenges and opportunities of transition  

 To ensure that their motivation, positive attitudes and self-image as learners are 
maintained and developed. 

 

My timetable is split in half across the year. I spend February to July preparing Year 6 students 
at six partner primary schools for their transition into Acklam Grange. This part of my role 
involves delivering classroom based lessons, interactive physical activity sessions and after 
school clubs, whilst also organising extended transition visits (under normal circumstances) 
for identified students. This ensures they are equipped to deal with the social and emotional 
aspects of transition  

In September, I then move to AGS with the students, providing a trusted and familiar face. I 
am based in Acklam Grange four afternoons a week, supporting Year 7 students and ensuring 
they acclimatise to their new school environment. This can be in the form of classroom 
support, intervention groups or one to one mentoring.  

I love to be a presence in and around the yard and dining hall at lunch times. Knowing students 
can come for a chat or ask for advice with any issues they may be having in school, is 
important to me. I also deliver after school clubs, ranging from homework clubs, sport activities 
such as the football teams and mentoring sessions where needed.  

I am accessible to any student based in Acklam Grange, but have a particular focus on the 
Year 7 students. If I haven’t met you yet, please do come and say hello in September and 
introduce yourself (and test me next time to see whether I have remembered your name).  

 


