
Dive into books; write up a storm with your 
words; unleash the power of your voice!

Are you ready for English at A.G.S? 
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Let us extend a warm welcome from our fabulous English 

department.

At Acklam Grange School we strive to achieve our full potential by 

enhancing our love and understanding of both language and 

literature. 

Throughout your five years with us, we will travel together on a 

journey through all the rich and wonderful things writers and 

speakers have to offer. We’ll transport all the way back to the ideas 

of the Ancient Greeks, to Shakespeare, to Dickens, to right up to 

modern day. 

We hope that you’re ready for the 

challenge!

Meet the English Faculty

Mrs Crawford 

Faculty Leader

Mrs Bennett Smith

Assistant Faculty Leader

Miss Coyle

Assistant Faculty Leader

“Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice’:
‘Obstinate, head-strong girl.’

This made me want to study English.”

“I love reading so much that I wanted 
to nurture that passion in others. 
Exploring characters and settings is my 
favourite part of teaching English.”

“It's got to be first world war poetry for 
me - the sorrow, the anger, the futility, the 
hope as it explores man’s inhumanity 
towards man. I studied this in Y10 and I 
still love it to this day.”



Meet the English Faculty

Miss Hussain
Y7/Y8 English Lead

Miss Thomas

Mrs Duncan
Y9/Y10 English Lead

Ms Rogers

Mr Richards

“There is no greater joy than 
reading. That ability to escape 
into a book and go on an 
adventure with some of the 
greatest characters of all time: 
priceless.” 

“The wittiest man to ever have lived, Oscar 
Wilde, stated, ‘If one cannot enjoy reading 
a book over and over again, there is no use 
in reading it at all.’ That's how I feel about 

Charlotte Bronte.”

“My favourite book is The 
Curious Incident of the Dog 
in the Night-time. It is a 
lovely story with really 
beautiful characters - I laugh 
and cry my way through it 
every time!”

“Ever since reading Just 
William as a boy, I have 
loved English; the 
escapism of going on 
adventures and perilous 
journeys all whilst 
sitting at home.”

“As a child, I loved reading and 

getting lost in the fantastical world of 

books but my true passion for English, 

as a subject, was sparked through my 

Year 6 study of Shakespeare’s Romeo 

and Juliet.”



Meet the English Faculty

Miss McFadden

“I enjoy teaching English as 
there is no greater 
satisfaction than watching a 
student learn to use the 
power of their words to 
express their opinion, 
influence or inspire.”

“My favourite text is anything Gothic 
because I enjoy reading books that 
challenge stereotypes of the time. Rebecca 
by Daphne du Maurier is one of my 
favourites – and not just because we share 
a name!”

Miss Stokes

“I love how reading an amazing book 
can set you free, and teach you 
lessons about how to stay free:

‘I am no bird; and no net ensnares 
me: I am a free human being with an 

independent will.’” (Jane Eyre)

Mrs Langstaff

“Much Ado About Nothing:
‘I love you with so much of my heart 
that none is left to protest.’

This made me want to study English.”

Miss Graham



Meet the English Faculty

Mrs Kerr-Morgan

Mr McDonaldMiss Harley

“I remember still all of Enid Blyton’s 
stories. Those are the stories that 
inspired my love for English: Mallory 
Towers, The Famous Five, The Secret 
Seven.”

“‘Beware; for I am fearless, 

and therefore powerful.’ Is 

there anything better than 

Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein?” 

“My favourite genre to read is historical 

fiction. I love discovering more about the past 

and reading about events from the 

perspective of different characters.”



Meet the English Faculty

Mrs Thompson

English HLTA

Mrs Barnes
English HLTA

Mrs Myers

English Admin Support

“I enjoy reading. It allows me to 

escape to another world”

“I absolutely love to get lost in a book. 

I’ve a passion for crime and murder 

mysteries.”

“English is my favourite subject. I 
love the opportunity to explore 
different texts.”



Join us on a journey back in time to Victorian 
London. 
Visit a city wrapped in darkness, fog, mystery and 
haunted by some of literature’s most famous 
ghosts... 
Come meet Ebenezer Scrooge and follow him as 
he learns the true meaning of Christmas.

What to expect in September?



Along with studying the novella, we will be 
constructing our own descriptions of a winter 
scene and building upon your creative writing 
skills. Maybe you could write a scene to rival 
Charles Dickens himself?

In order to prepare for this, you could read the novella at home*, research life 
in Victorian London and find out about Charles Dickens’ life too. 

* Visit http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/pdfs/achristmascarol_notes.pdf for information about the author, the story and to listen to it 

if you’d prefer.

What to expect in September?

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/pdfs/achristmascarol_notes.pdf


Extra Curricular Clubs

Enjoy Reading? Then join our Book Club!

In partnership with Oxford University and The 

Carnegie Award, we explore a huge range of texts 

and meet each week to share our ideas and passion 

for reading.  

Debate Club

Do you want to explore current affairs and 

talk about issues important to our lives? Then 

come and join our weekly Debate Team. 

There are always various activities to immerse yourself within and fully engage with English. We participate in 

numerous events, visits and competitions throughout the year, as well as running weekly clubs. 


